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Trade Unions in Russia 


Trade unions in Russia, according to an article by Leon 
Kiril in the Spectator (London) of January 9, have very 
different functions from those in capitalist countries. They 
are organized by industries, not by crafts, and include the 
administrative and technical staffs as well as factory work- 
ers. Indeed, the Russian term would be better translated as 
“professional union,” than as the usual trade union. The 
question of wages is of relatively little importance to Soviet 
unions. The State Planning Commission plans the total 
sum to be used for wages in relation to the amount of 
goods and services to be made available to the consuming 
public in order to maintain “equilibrium between supply 
and effective demand at constant prices.” Therefore, an 
increase in money wages would only result in an increase 
in retail prices. But the trade unions have an important 
place in drawing up wage schedules “in order to differen- 
tiate as equitably as possible between the earnings of 
skilled and unskilled labor and between heavy, arduous or 
dangerous employment and relatively light and agreeable 
toil.” The whole production of wealth in Soviet Russia 
“accrues to the benefit of the population as a whole,” di- 
rectly or indirectly, so that the unions are not concerned 
for special benefits for their own members as they are in 
capitalist countries. 

Among their most important tasks is “raising the work- 
ers’ skill and technical efficiency through improving tech- 
nical education and training, . . . raising industrial effi- 
ciency by improving factory-organization ... and... incul- 
cating discipline and promoting ‘socialist competition,’ 
which means pitting one factory or shop against another 
in friendly rivalry to increase output and improve quality.” 
The methods used to increase output are frequently similar 
to those employed in “speeding-up” in capitalist countries 
—“uncompromisingly condemned and combatted by capi- 
talist trade unions.” But in the latter case it is a means of 
getting more work done in order to increase dividends 
and profits. In Russia the speed-up is for the benefit of 
the whole population, not for any particular group. 


The greatest difference between Russian unions and 
those in capitalist countries is that the former are govern- 
ment organs. As such they must see to it that labor laws 
and decrees are observed and enforced. While the inter- 
ests of the industrial workers may not always be precisely 
those of the rest of the population, the government must 
give equal attention to the claims and interests of each 
section. Although the trade unions are primarily indus- 
trial organizations, “they have certain duties towards the 
rest of the population, and it would be contrary to the 
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principles of Soviet Socialism if they were to advance the 
interests of their own members at the expense of the rest 
of the people.” 

Soviet unions are also in charge of a great deal of social 
welfare work. They administer the social insurance sys- 
tem, which includes sickness benefits, invalid and old age 
pensions, and control “a great majority” of the rest-homes, 
as well as clubs, libraries, factory restaurants, and in some 
places control even housing. They spend about two thou- 
sand million rubles a year on social welfare. Most of this 
is contributed by the employing enterprises. 


Man and His One-Eyed Science 


“What Man Can Make of Man” is the title of an 
unusual article in the February Fortune. Professor 
William Ernest Hocking of Harvard University examines 
the effect of the development of experimental science upon 
the deep and ubiquitous impulse of man to relate the best 
in himself to something greater than mankind. This urge, 
Mr. Hocking says, has been enfeebled by the results of 
scientific inquiry, in spite of the fact that the experimental 
scientific attitude is an outgrowth of the religious urge, 
the persistent search for verifiable truth. Man undertakes 
to make of himself what he wants to be, depending on “a 
vast assumption—that he knows what he wants to be.” 
The enforced continual “revision of the goals of human 
self-building is the deep-running ‘dialectical’ process of 
history, man’s argument with his own self-judgment,” 
which is more significant than either the Hegelian dialectic 
of history or the economic dialectic of Marx. 

The imposition of a constant revision of his aims bears 
in upon man’s consciousness a “universe of change.” 
Liberty becomes “slavery to the passing fashion of free- 
dom,” “‘an imitative slavery.” The discounting of stabili- 
ties has destroyed “confidence in knowledge and in the 
cumulative character of human insight.” It has made way 
for overdue change. ‘But it has the inconvenience that if 
nothing stays gained, nothing can be built on. If progress 
has brought us to pragmatism, it has brought us to the 
device which puts an end to progress.” 

Bacon’s dictum: “In order to master Nature we must 
first obey her,” reveals an ethic in the empirical method. 
The scientific spirit “arises in a passion which had seen 
the vision of verity so noble, so durable, so healing in its 
transcendence of the petty preferences of petty men as 
to call for all the devotion of generations of laborers in 
the effort to unveil its majesty. That thing for which 
scientists have given their lives and their labors is not 
mere fact; it is not transitory; the truth of it remains 
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even if the race goes to extinction. It has an authentic 
quality of eternity. And because this is true, science must 
provide for that also in its picture. No science that is 
inconsistent with the worth of science, and with the justice 
of the passion of the scientist and the freedom of his 
service, can be a complete version of science. The self- 
awareness of the scientist and the genuineness of that 
aspect of God of which he has become the priest and 
worshiper must be incorporated into the body of science 
itself; and any psychology inconsistent with this is 
doomed. This is one of the insights with which the new 
era of history begins.” 

Where a “healing fiction” will not work a “healing 
fact” must be found. Mr. Hocking suspects that it is the 
absence of such a fact that “has begotten our gigantic 
capacity for consciously adopted myths.” These are “tem- 
porary,” “uniting hordes of men on the basis of existing 
passions and for a specific campaign.” But “there are 
deeper myths which belong to the permanent will of man— 
like the ideal of a coming human fraternity—which must 
be based on literal truth. And this truth must be some- 
thing as simple, and as easily overlooked, as one’s own 
existence. It is the truth that the world, like the human 
self, has its own unity in a living purpose: it is the truth 
of the existence of God. 

“In all civilizations there have been those who have 
found and made known such a unity, as a truth which is 
neither new nor old, and will therefore not be alien to 
modernity itself, if modernity can but achieve the view 
that the world, which is undeniably complex, is also sim- 
ple. If there is such a unity, it must enter into the nature 
of man: his knowledge will become a recognition of kin- 
ship with the real.” 

Mr. Hocking tells of a recent conversation with a 
psychiatrist friend who spoke of a very simple idea which 
had occurred to him accompanied by a contradictory sense 
of its importance. He spoke of the “miscellany of events” 
which are the day’s impressions of the world. “One sees,” 
he said, “no trend in them. But suppose there were a 
trend which we cannot define but can nevertheless have 
an inkling of. There is certainly some direction in evolu- 
tion, why not in history? If there were such a trend, then 
we men could be either with it or against it. To be with 
it would give a certain peace and settlement; to be against 
it would involve a subtle inner restlessness. To have 
confidence in it would be a sort of commitment, for better 
or for worse. I wonder if that is what you mean by 
religion.” 

In closing Mr. Hocking says: “Let men lose faith in 
their own freedom, that is to say, in their own possibilities ; 
let them lose their direct awareness of a divine thread in 
history; and the bonds of liberal union are cut at the 
knot. 

“But the new conscience is finding its courage, because 
man’s soul is recovering the sight of both its eves! It is 
taking the scientific conscience into the house, not as 
master but as a partner.” 


Who Are the Men on Capitol Hill? 


Many of our readers must wonder frequently about the 
age, social background, occupation and religious affiliation 
of members of Congress. The results of a study of the 
personnel of the present (77th) Congress are published 
in the February issue of the American Political Science 
Review, an excellent source for authentic information. The 


investigation was made by Professor Madge M. McKinney 
of Hunter College, New York. The tables reproduced 
below are used by permission of the editor of the journal, 

Table I shows the age distribution. It will be noted that 
70 per cent of the total number are between the ages of 
45 and 69. The average age of congressmen is 52 and of 
senators 58. Half of the former are 50 years of age or 
over and half of the latter are 57 or over. 

Table II shows religious affiliation. A relatively large 
percentage of Protestants strongly reflects a dominant 
religious factor in our culture. Overwhelmingly the mem- 
bers of both Houses claim a definite religious affiliation. 

As to education, the study disclosed that 66 per cent of 
both Houses have had professional education in addition 
to college. Thirty-six congressmen and 45 senators had 
no formal education beyond high school. 

Table III shows the occupational distribution. A strik- 
ing fact here is one that has long been noted, the great 
majority of lawyers. In each House it was found that 
about 60 per cent had had legal training. It may be sur- 
prising to many to know that there are 87 teachers among 
the senators and congressmen. The lone factory worker 
serves to emphasize the fact that the representation of 
labor is still indirect, through persons who are economi- 
cally more privileged than the working classes themselves, 


TABLE | 
Age ot Senators and Representatives 
Representatives 


Representatives | Senators and Senators 
Age No. PerCent No. PerCent No. Per Cent 
25-29 4 1 0 0 4 1 
30-34 13 3 0 0 13 2 
35-39 38 9 4 4 42 8 
40-44 59 14 6 6 65 12 
45-49 88 20 12 12 100 19 
50-54 69 16 15 16 84 16 
55-59 52 12 12 12 64 12 
60-64 48 11 20 21 68 13 
65-69 36 8 16 17 52 10 
70-74 15 3 5 5 20 4 
75-79 4 1 3 7 1 
80-84 3 1 1 1 4 1 
85-89 0 0 1 1 1 0.2 
Unknown 6 1 1 1 7 1 
TaBLe II 
Religious Affiliation of Senators and Representatives 
Religious Representatives Senators Both 
Affiliation No. PerCent No. PerCent No. Per Cent 
Roman Catholic .. 86 v 20 11 11 97 «. 18 
Protestant ....... 306 70 74 77 380) 4 
Methodist ....... 72 17 2) 22 93 18 
Presbyterian .... 58 13 11 11 69 13 
Baptist 50 1] 10 10 60 11 
Episcopalian .... 47 11 10 10 57 11 
16 4 2 Is 3 
Disciple ........ is 3 2 2 17 3 
Congregational.... 14 3 7 7 21 4 
Unitarian ....... 6 1 1 1 7 1 
Universalist ..... 3 1 0 0 3 1 
Christian Reform = 1 0 0 () 1 0 
Evangel. Reform. 1 0 0 0 1 0 
Moravian ....... 1 0 0 0 1 0 
0 0 1 1 1 0 
Not Specified ... 23 5 10 10 33 6 
7 0 0 7 1 
Christian Science... 2 0 1 1 a 1 
Latter-Day Saints. 2 0 2 2 4 1 
No religious 
affiliation ...... 4 1 4 4 8 2 
Unknown ........ 27 6 3 3 30 6 
435 100 96 100 531 100 
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Former Occupations of Senators and Representatives 


Former Occupations Representatives Senators Both 
Newspaper man ........... 30 ll 41 
Insurance broker .......... 21 4 25 
Real estate dealer ......... 16 0 16 
Lumber and construction... 16 1 17 
16 3 19 
Manufacturer 12 5 17 
Security broker ........... 5 1 6 
Mining engineer ........... 4 0 4 
Publicity man ............. 2 0 y 
Factory worker ........... 1 0 1 
Holy Russia and the War 

To many of us as we observe an attempt to appraise 
the success of the Russian armies the question has arisen, 
what is it that has been opposing the Germans on the 


Russian front? Is it the soul of historic Russia, the pro- 
foundly religious soul of the nation bound in loyalty to 
the Fatherland? Or is it the disciplined Soviet Union 
fighting for the ideals of communism? Little trustworthy 
evidence is at hand on which to pass a judgment. 

A recent issue of the /nternational Christian Press and 
Information Service (Geneva) contains what purports 
to be a pastoral letter of the Metropolitan Sergius of 
Moscow. It was read in the churches still open in Russia 
on June 22, 1941, when Germany moved against Russia. 
Doubt has been cast on its authenticity and the L.C.P.LS. 
publishes it with “reserve.” With the same reserve an 
excerpt of it is reprinted below. 

“Our Orthodox Church has always shared the destiny 
of the nation. With it she has borne trial, and she has 
rejoiced at its successes. She will not forsake it today. 
The Church blesses with a heavenly blessing the heroism 
of the people. Let us remember the command of Jesus: 
‘Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life.’ This applies not only to those who die on the 
field of battle, but to every man who makes the sacrifice 
of his health and his interests. At a time when our country 
calls everyone to heroism, it would be unworthy for the 
ministers of the church to look on silently at events, and 
not encourage the fearful, console the afflicted, remind the 
hesitant of his duty and the will of God. If, on the other 
hand, the silence and indifference of the pastors towards 
the trials of the faithful were motivated by the calculation 
of advantages to be obtained from those beyond the fron- 
tiers, that would be treason towards the country and 
towards pastoral duty, for the church needs servants who 
carry out their ministry for Christ and not for a piece of 
bread. With all the faithful, let us make the sacrifice of 
our life, as innumerable combatants have done who gave 
their blood for country and faith each time that the 
country was invaded by enemies. They had only one 
thought: the country calls for sacrifices, and they gave 
their life as a sacrifice. The Church of Christ blesses all 
the Orthodox who defend the holy frontiers of the coun- 
try.” 


It would seem that whether the “pastoral” is authentic 
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or not it was written by someone who understood the 
genius of the Russian Orthodox Church. 

Of greater significance, however, is a message issued by 
the Assembly (Sobor) of leaders of the Russian Orthodox 
Church in the United States, promulgated last fall. Por- 
tions of it are furnished by the I.C.P.1.S. The following 
paragraph expresses definite disapproval of the Soviet 
regime. 

“Profound sorrow and great suffering fill our hearts 
in face of the terrible upheavals, evils, and sufferings, into 
the abyss of which our dear country and beloved people 
are plunged today. There are no words to express the 
extremity of the distresses which God in His Providence 
has willed to impose upon our people. Misfortunes on 
every hand: within the country, on the part of our internal 
enemies, who for more than twenty years have been hold- 
ing our country in the bonds of great religious persecutions 
and complete political slavery; outside, on the part of 
enemies who have invaded our country, have already 
occupied a considerable part of Russian territory, and 
desire to invade it completely.” 


However, the following passages are very revealing as 
the relation which the church conceives itself to bear to 
the national life and the length to which the Russian 
Church leaders in America are prepared to go in support 
of the effort of the Soviet armies to free the Fatherland. 

“The Orthodox faith has been the force which brought 
the Russian lands together and unified the spirit of the 
Russian people. It is inseparable from the history of our 
people. The Christian faith is its soul and the source of 
its vital force. and the element which has preserved it in 
all the misfortunes which Providence has imposed upon 
it, bringing it to the verge of ruin. Then our priests had 
recourse to the health-giving means of national repentance, 
fasting and prayer, so as to obtain the cure of that spiritual 
decay which they considered to be the origin of its mis- 
fortunes. . . 

“We who are far from our country but close to it in 
our thoughts cannot be silent witnesses and passive spec- 
tators of the bloody calvary through which our martyr 
people is passing today. We who belong to this people 
must bear it in our heart, take part in its sufferings, shed 
tears of blood with it, use every means to save it. The 
first of these means are penitence, prayer, fasting, Chris- 
tian living, abstention from vain distractions incompatible 
with the sufferings of our people, action in the spirit of 
Christian love on behalf of our brethren in suffering. 
Let us in these sad hours set on one side the divergencies 
of thought, the conflicts which separate us in the political 
realm, the mutual reproaches which go so far as to con- 
sider as traitors those who do not share our ideas con- 
cerning our country, remembering that those who think 
otherwise love the country with a similar love and hope 
for it the same salvation, even if they envisage another 
way to reach it. Let us form a single family, let us live in 
a brotherly spirit and in love, making a common effort 
towards the common goal: the salvation of our beloved 
country.” 


Common Beliets — Protestant, Catholic, Jewish 


The first statement of common fundamental religious 
beliefs published in America has just been promulgated 
by the National Conference of Christians and Jews.’ In 
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releasing it Dr. Everett R. Clinchy, president of the Con- 
ference, called attention to the fact that the Conference 
has always stressed religious freedom for individuals and 
groups and that this emphasis on respect for differences 
may distract attention from the areas of agreement. 


Declaration 


Following is the complete text of the declaration: 

“We, the undersigned individuals of the Protestant, 
Catholic and Jewish faiths, viewing the present cata- 
strophic results of godlessness in the world and facing the 
fact that our country is at war, realize the necessity for 
stressing those spiritual truths which we hold in common. 
We therefore affirm the following fundamental religious 
beliefs. We believe these convictions are important to every 
religious person, and are the spiritual foundation of our 
national life. 

“As Catholics, Jews and Protestants, we assert again 
our abiding loyalty to our respective religious convictions. 
We recognize differences in many important beliefs. The 
following statement is, therefore, not a profession of faith 
to be considered sufficient or complete by any of us, but an 
expression of certain basic convictions which we share. 

“We believe in one God, Creator and Sustainer of the 
Universe. Though we have varying views as to the 
nature and content of God’s more direct revelation, we 
hold that He also manifests His being, power, wisdom 
and love through His works and especially in the mind, 
will and personality of man. 


“We believe that the mind of man reflects, though im- 
perfectly, the mind of God, and we reject, as a betrayal 
of human dignity, all attempts to explain man in merely 
material terms. 

“We believe that God’s all holy will is the ultimate 
sanction of human morality and that man’s true freedom 
and happiness depend on his obedience to the will of God 
as known to him. We reject all deterministic interpreta- 
tions of man and all reduction of his moral duties to mere 
custom or social adjustment. 


“We believe that recognition of man’s dependence upon 
God is essential to the progress of true civilization; that 
nations, as well as individuals are bound to acknowledge 
this; and that education or social theories which would 
state man’s duties, standards and happiness without refer- 
ence to God are doomed to failure. 

“We believe that God’s fatherly providence extends 
equally to every human being. We reject theories of race 
which affirm the essential superiority of one racial strain 
over another. We acknowledge every man as our brother. 
We respect and champion his inalienable rights, and are 
determined to do all in our power to promote man’s tem- 
poral and spiritual welfare as necessary consequences of 
our duty to God. 

“We believe the republican form of government to be 
the most desirable for our nation and for countries of 
similarly democratic traditions. Any political forms, how- 
ever, can bring liberty and happiness to society only when 
moral and religious principles are accepted and practiced. 

“We believe, with the founders of this republic, that 
individual rights are an endowment from God, and we 
reject, as certain to result in the enslavement of man, all 
denials of this principle.” 

Among the signers are Rev. Luther A. Weigle, Rt. Rev. 
Msgr. John A. Ryan, Rabbi Louis Finkelstein, Rev. 
Daniel A. Poling, Fr. John M. Gillis, Rabbi Israel Gold- 
stein, Rev. Samuel M. Cavert, Rev. George A. Buttrick. 
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Rey. Henry Sloane Coffin, Dr. Arthur H. Compton, Rabb 
Abraham Cronbach, John Foster Dulles, Rev. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick, Bishop Edwin Holt Hughes, Fr. John 
LaFarge, Rt. Rev. William T. Manning, Dr. George N. 
Shuster. 


Anomalous or Significant ? 


Anissue ofthe /nternational Christian Press and Informa. 
tion Service (Geneva) recently received contains two items 
which are likely to impress our readers as strange in view 
of the well attested attacks on Christianity and the Chris. 
tian faith by the Nazi government. The first of these is as 


follows: “The German Protestant Welfare Committee for! 


Internees and Prisoners of War at Berlin has sent to the 
German civilian internees and prisoners of war in many 
countries a beautiful Christmas greeting in the form of an 
illustrated pamphlet entitled ‘Christmas Night.’ This 
pamphlet presents the Christmas message as a symbol oj 
the community created even in the midst of war by com. 
memorating the birth of the Lord of the Church. It 
contains illustrations, poems, a Biblical text in beautiful 
script, and a number of Christmas meditations by leading 
churchmen and authors. These communicate to the exiles 
the spirit of devotion in which the Christmas festival is 
usually celebrated in Germany.” 

The second item is the following: “In view of the 
great shortage of pastors in Germany just now, the life 
and work of the church greatly depend on the readiness 
of the laity to give active help. The willingness of lay- 
people to do so is growing. Reports constantly coming in 
from many parts of the Reich show that the effort to 
recruit lay-people for service to the church is bearing 
growing fruit. In Baden, for example, many lay-people— 
twelve to fifteen in several church districts—have declared 
themselves ready to undertake office as readers. The lay 
readers are specially prepared for their work, which they 
usually do, not in the parish where they live, but in a 
neighboring parish, after being specially set apart for this 
service by the church authorities. . . . 


“The poet Freiherr v. Taube, who has undertaken office 
as a lay reader in the parish where he lives in Bavaria, 
writes: “Today I acted as lay reader for the first time in 
our church. The sermon I was given to read was very 
beautiful. I therefore had the comforting feeling that this 
arrangement will make good. Al! that is needed is to 
provide us with good sermons.’ ” 

To be sure, nothing is said concerning the nature or 
source, or possible official certification of the sermons. 
It is possible, however, to interpret this account, along with 
the Christmas observance, in one of at least two ways. 


1. There may exist in the minds of the Protestant 
population, as history shows to be possible, attitudes that 
are “compartmentized” and independent of each other, 
one set of attitudes determined by the religious tradition, 
the other by the political. This tendency has long been 
apparent in German Christianity. 

2. The harassed minds of German Protestant Christians 
(and perhaps of Catholics, too) may be clinging desper- 
ately to their religious faith while their political loyalty 
may be waning. 

Perhaps both tendencies exist, in different groups. In 
any case the growth of lay activity seems to be in line with 
an increasing awareness among Christians, Catholics in- 
cluded, in other parts of the world of the need for a new 
emphasis on lay functioning. 
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